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AGENDA  
LIQUOR COMMISSION 
Liquor Commission: September 30, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 Village Hall 740 Hillgrove Avenue, Western Springs, IL 60558  
A. Call to Order 

B. Approval of Minutes  

 1. August 25, 2025 

C. Public Comment 

D. Considerations 

 1. Western Springs Park District – Requests for Special Events Liquor License and Temporary Use 
Permit for Halloween Bash Chili Cook-Off 2025 

E. Other Business 

F. Adjournment 

 
Individuals with disabilities who plan to attend / participate in this meeting and who require accommodations 
to allow them to observe and participate, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the meeting or 
facilities, are requested to contact Jill Izzo at 708-246-1800, extension 127. 
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Liquor Control Commission 
Village Board Room 

Wednesday, August 25, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Chairman Brian J. Cronin 
  Member Doug DeRock  
  Member John F. Dixon 

Heather Valone, Community Development Director 
Anne Skrodzki, Village Attorney 
Sonali Patel, Taco Maya 
 

Call to Order: Chairman Cronin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Member DeRock and Member 
Dixon were both in attendance. There were no additions/deletions to the agenda.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Member DeRock made a motioned to approve the meeting minutes for April 30, 
2025. Member Dixon seconded the motion to approve. A voice vote was conducted, and the minutes 
were approved with all three members voting aye.  
 
Public Comment: There were no members of the public in attendance to speak or provide comments at 
this time in the meeting. 
 
Taco Maya, 4700 Gilbert Avenue Unit 44, Taco Maya Springs LLC – Class “A” Liquor License Director 
Valone provided a brief overview, of the application for a new Class “A” Liquor License for Taco Maya. 
Director Valone showed the proposed floor plan and menu on the overhead screen. 
 
Sonali Patel, representative of the restaurant owners, provided a brief overview of the application and 
the restaurant. Ms. Patel also discussed their employee handbook for liquor. 
 
Chairman Cronin asked questions related to restaurant hours and liquor service.  
 
Ms. Patel provided information on the hours of the restaurant and liquor service.  
 
Member Dixon asked questions related to service of liquor and food.  
 
Director Valone discussed the limited service requirements as indicated under the Class “A” License. 
 
Questions related to the previous tenants and permit application followed. 
 
Chairman Cronin asked if there were any other questions or comments. Hearing none, Chairman Cronin 
made a motion to approve the amended Class “A” license request.  Member Dixon seconded the motion 
to approve. Director Valone then did a roll call. Member DeRock replied “yes”. Member Dixon replied, 
“yes”. Chairman Cronin replied “yes”.   
 
Other Business: None. 
 
Adjournment: Member Dixon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Member DeRock seconded the 
motion. A voice vote was conducted with both Trustees voting aye. Meeting is adjourned at 7:17 pm. 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
LIQUOR COMMISSION 
Liquor Commission: September 30, 2025 

AGENDA ITEM D.1.  
 
To: Liquor Commission 
From: Heather Valone, Director of Community Development  
CC: Ellen Baer, Village Manager, Casey Biernacki, Deputy Village Manager, Kelsey Fawell, Senior 
Planner, Jill Izzo, Deputy Village Clerk, Michael Jurusik, Village Attorney, Anne Skrodzki, Village 
Attorney 
RE: Western Springs Park District – Requests for Special Events Liquor License and Temporary 
Use Permit for Halloween Bash Chili Cook-Off 2025 
 
Recommendation 
Consider a recommendation to approve the requested Class "I" Liquor License. 
 
Summary 
The Western Springs Park District (Park District) has submitted requests for a temporary use 
permit (TUP) and special event liquor license - class “I” for beer, wine and hard seltzer sales at 
Spring Rock Park (4400 Central Ave.) on the upper pavilion areas, upper (east) parking lot and 
general picnic area. The event will be conducted on Saturday, October 25, 2025, from 10:00 am 
to 2:00 pm. Inflatables, music (DJ) outdoor laser tag, artists (face painter, balloon, and juggler), 
chili cook off, and other games and activities are proposed during the full hours of the event.  
  
A request letter dated September 16, 2025, has been submitted by Barb Kartzmark, Manager, 
Community Relationships and Events for the Park District discussing the event and the 
pertinent details related to the request which are as follows: 
  

• Event will be conducted on Saturday, October 25, 2025, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
Activities and entertainment are proposed during the full hours of the event. Liquor 
service is proposed from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm with “last call” being at 1:00 pm. 

  

• A class “I” special event license is being requested along with a temporary use permit 
for the event. 

  

• The activities, entertainment, food and liquor service are similar to the previous events 
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held by the Park District such as Harvest Fest and the Centennial Event.  

  

• All festival activities will be held in upper pavilion areas, upper (east) parking lot and 
general picnic area. The lower parking will be open for event parking as well as the 
parking area behind the administrative building, and along Burlington Avenue.  

  

• Food service will be provided by at least three food trucks.  Food will include up to 10 
restaurant / local food businesses competing in the Chili Cook-Off portion of the event. 

 

• Alcohol will be sold at the event and will include beer, wine and hard seltzer. Patron’s 
wishing to consume alcohol will be required to purchase tickets. All individuals serving 
liquor will hold a current Basset certificate. There will be three manned exits staffed by 
Park District staff and / or volunteers to ensure no patrons leave the event area with 
alcohol.  

  
The Park District has held this event nine prior times, just without liquor service. Although this 
is the first time this specific event hosted by the Park District with liquor service, it is similar to 
previous events they have hosted. The Park District has demonstrated over the years that they 
are capable of managing this type of event. Staff received no complaints from the Harvest Fest 
that was larger event with liquor service this past September. 
  
Representative(s) from the Park District, Village staff, and the Village Attorney will be present to 
answer questions. The draft ordinance including the temporary use permit will be provided at 
the September 30, 2025, commission meeting. Additionally, the recommendation from the 
September 29, 2025, General Government Committee meeting will be provided at the meeting. 
 
Attachment

 

1. Application submittals 

 
Financial Impact 
None. 
 
Recommended Motion 
I move to recommend to the Village Board the approval of Class "I" Liquor License. 
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Strategic Plan Alignment 
None. 
 
File Attachments 
1. Applicant Submittals 
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